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Burial of World War II and Korean War Unknown Soldiers, Memorial Day 1958
By Ben Weber

This extraordinary photo shows the burial of the Unknown Soldiers from World War II and the Korean War at Ar-
lington National Cemetery on Memorial Day 1958. The photo is from my cousin, the late Col. Mark F. Brennan, com-
mander of the 3rd Infantry Regiment (The Old Guard) at the time of the burial ceremony. Third Infantry is one of the 
oldest and most respected infantry regiments in the U.S. Army. Its responsibilities include guarding the Tomb of the 
Unknowns and escorting deceased soldiers and dignitaries to their final rest at Arlington. Col. Brennan wrote on the 
back of the photo, “30 May 1958, Arlington Cemetery. The caskets of the two Unknowns are laid above the graves at 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. Behind the Unknown of World War II on the right is President [Dwight] Eisen-
hower. At the rear of the Unknown of Korea on the left is Vice President [Richard] Nixon. Military Chaplains of all 
faiths are in the center.” Col. Brennan later described this historic moment when he wrote, “The final service was very 
short, chaplains from all three faiths saying final prayers before the cannon salute and the rifle volleys. From where 
I stood on the Amphitheater steps, there were people as far as the eye could see — some movement, but very little, 
and the chaplains’ prayers were easily heard. Once the 21-gun cannon salute began, all movement stopped while all 
present knew these were the last honors to be paid. It was a very inspiring and emotional moment for all and I shall 
never forget it as long as I live.”
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AWO N  Fa m i l y  M o u r n s
M e m b e r s ,  L o ve d  O n e s
  AWON has lost several de-
voted members and beloved 
family in recent months.
  Marian S. Fetterhoff of 
Chambersburg, PA, mother 
of member Janice Buter-
baugh, passed away on 
March 2 at the age of 89. 
She was married to Janice's 
father, PFC Maurice J. Ott, 
and later Ellsworth F. Fetter-
hoff Sr. She is survived by 
children, Janice, Ellsworth 
Jr. and Brenda; five grand-
children; nine great-grand-
children; and one great-
great-grandchild.
  Member Jeanine McKen-
zie Allen, 72, of Fredericks-
burg, VA, died in her sleep 
on March 14. She was the 
daughter of TM1 Lloyd C. 
McKenzie. She is survived 
by her husband, Lorie; moth-
er, Elna Roop; two children; 

and four grand-
children. Jean-
ine was widely 
known for her ex-
tensive research 
into WWII-era 
submarines.
  Gwyn M. Sullivan, 38, of 
Long Beach, NY, passed 
away in her sleep, May 6. 
She was the only child of 
AWONer Joan Marlow. Be-
sides her mother she leaves 
her husband and two young 
sons.
  Allan Layne, 70, husband 
of AWON Past President 
Gloria Layne, passed away 
May 11 in New Jersey. He 
was retired as police chief of 
Tenafly, NJ, and was a U.S.  
Navy veteran. He is survived 
by his wife, Gloria; mother; 
two children; and two grand-
children. 

Allen
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M y mother, Zelpha 
Galloway Finch, 
was born in Ho-

quiam, WA, to Zelpha Bur-
gess Galloway and Harry 
Otis Galloway, on August 1, 
1909. My grandparents had 
moved to Hoquiam earlier 
that year to help start a piano 
sound board business. When 
the two younger siblings 
were born several years lat-
er, Mom was put in charge 
of them. She graduated from 
high school in 1927, then 
spent a year at Mills College 
in Oakland, CA, and another 
year at UCLA. She returned 
to Hoquiam to marry Ed 
Hawkins. They were mar-
ried for about eight years 
when they had a son, Ned.
  During the Depression 
years work, of course, was 

by Barry Barr-Finch

Overcame Multiple Challenges in Family, Career

Adversity Before, After Telegram 
Couldn't Keep Mother Down Long

    ...continued on page 12

difficult to find. They lived 
for a time with his parents 
in Montana. I recall a story 
that Mom told me about that 
time. Her older brother was 
dating a girl. My grandfather 
didn't approve of her, so he 
gave my mother some mon-
ey to give to the “gold dig-
ger” to get out of town. She 
took the money and ran.

  My mother's marriage 
was troubled and ended in 
divorce shortly after Ned 
was born. Mom and her in-
fant son moved to Seattle in 
1939. I am not sure how she 
supported herself and my 
brother, but I do know there 
were jobs and I am pretty 
sure that her parents helped 
her off and on.
  My grandfather died at age 
63 in 1940. My mother's old-
er brother shot himself in the 
family garage six months lat-
er. That was a difficult year 
for the family. Mom told me 
that at one point the plan 
for her was to buy a room-
ing house in the University 
District of Seattle, and that 
would be how she sup-
ported herself, but for some 
reason that plan was never 
carried out. My grandmoth-
er helped my mother buy a 
house in Seattle in 1941. She 
would never forget the date 
because it was December 7 th. 
That is the house in which 
we all grew up. She did take 
in roomers during the war 
because of the huge housing 
shortage.
  I do know that she worked 
for a boat building compa-
ny in Seattle because that is 
where she met my godmoth-
er, Fran Thomas. Fran told 
me that they used to go to 
my grandmother's vacation 

NOTICE
Starting July 1

All Member Renewal Forms
and Dues Payments Should Go To

Treasurer Jerry Pinkerton at:

Jerry Pinkerton, AWON Treasurer
9327 Canter Drive
Dallas, TX 75231

Please Make Checks Payable to AWON

Zelpha Galloway Finch
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Children’s Museum of Indianapolis
  Possibly the best children’s museum in the 
world, and definitely the biggest, with more 
than 472,900 square feet of galleries and 
110,000 artifacts. Explore and dissect every-
thing from toy train collections and the famous 
Dinosphere to a working, century-old merry-
go-round. You can’t miss the building - there’s 
a life-sized Brachiosaurus out front peering 
into the main lobby. childrensmuseum.org

Eiteljorg Museum of American Indians 
and Western Art

  This idiosyncratic museum presents Native 
American and Western art, culture and histo-
ry, along with other Western-themed pieces 
collected by Harrison Eiteljorg. eiteljorg.org

The Indianapolis Culture Trail
  Calling the new bike and pedestrian-friend-
ly boulevard a path is like calling Route 66 
a road. Stretching more than seven miles 
through downtown Indy, it meanders past 
pretty much every artistic, sport and entertain-
ment hotspot in the city. indyculturetrail.org

The Indy 500
  It’s big, it’s loud and it’s the only place 
to be in May. The “Greatest Spectacle 
in Racing” always has tickets available 
since the century-old Indianapolis Mo-
tor Speedway seats 250,000 with space 
for more in the two-and-a-half mile oval’s 
infield. indianapolismotorspeedway.com

Indianapolis Museum of Art
  Though the country’s fifth-largest art 
museum holds plenty of interesting piec-
es, a walk through its grounds in the 
woods on the banks of the White River 
is equally captivating. imamuseum.org

Broad Ripple Art Fair
  Broad Ripple, Indy’s artsy neighbor-
hood, hosts a two-day outdoor festi-

val in May sponsored by the Indianapo-
lis Art Center. The street fair is bursting 
with works from more than 225 artists and 
draws 22,000 visitors with its food, music 
and demonstrations. indplsartcenter.org

Slippery Noodle Inn
  Indiana’s oldest bar opened in 1850 as a 
less-than-reputable establishment called 
Tremont House. These days it offers live 
music seven nights a week. Visit the an-
cient brick building’s back music room 
where  John Dillinger hung out and, occa-
sionally, took target practice. Bullets still 
can be seen in the wall. slipperynoodle.com

Zionsville
  This little hamlet just outside Indy is almost 
too picturesque for words, with brick streets 
and an old-time business district that looks 
like something from a Thomas Kinkade paint-
ing. No chains here - just quirky galleries 
and indie boutiques. zionsvillechamber.org

Gray Brothers Cafeteria
  This family-owned establishment, in busi-
ness since 1944, is different. One taste of 
the classic entrees on its immense serv-
ing line and you’ll understand why na-
tional reviewers rave. The fried chick-
en is to die for, and the strawberry pie 
is legendary. graybrotherscatering.com

Eagle Creek Park and Marine
The nation’s sixth-largest city park, Eagle 
Creek (with actual eagles), encompass-
es almost 4,000 acres, plus a 1,400-acre 
lake. There’s a newly-installed treetop zi-
pline, and water lovers can rent pretty much 
anything that floats. eaglecreekpark.org

  All this in Indianapolis, plus good old Hoo-
sier Hospitality! AWON will celebrate its 20th 
anniversary October 19-21, 2012, In India-
napolis. A registration form is on page 5.

David Letterman Would Agree

Top Ten Must-Dos in Indianapolis
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Registration Form
Celebrating 20 Years  •   2012 AWON National Conference

Indianapolis, Indiana  •  October 19-21, 2012
Please return by August 1, 2012

 Member Name: 

 Father's Name
 Guests: (name and relationship to member and if a veteran):
  
 Is this your first AWON Conference? (circle one)            yes                    no

 o I do NOT want registration information listed in the conference roster. (check box if desired) 
 Do you have special needs? (If so, please indicate on next space)                                  yes                    no
                                                                                                         
 Are you driving to the conference?                                                                                  yes                    no
 Would you be willing to shuttle others to events?                                                              yes                    no
 Please indicate choice and number of banquet entrees:                           beef  _____        chicken _____ 
                                                                                                            fish _____      vegetarian _____

Registration Fee
(includes banquet)

Note: Conference registration fee is reduced in celebration of AWON's 20th Anniversary

 Active Member              $125 / $75 deposit    $ _______
 Inactive Member           $150 / $75 deposit     $ _______
 First Guest                    $75 / $50 deposit     $ _______
 Add'l Guests w/banq.    $65 / $50 deposit      $ _______
 Add'l Guests no banq.   $30 / $15 deposit     $ _______

 
 Total registration fee/deposit enclosed:       $ _______ 

Must be returned by August 1 and paid in full by August 15
                                                                  

 Name Tag Information (please print clearly)

 Name (include maiden name) and State of Residence:  
 Name of Spouse attending:  
 Name of Mother attending:
 Other guests attending (designate if veteran):
 Serviceman's name:                                                                             Branch of Service 
                                           rank              first               middle                  last       
 KIA   or    MIA  (circle one)                  Date KIA/MIA                       Country KIA/MIA 
 

Mail registration form with check or money order payable to AWON to:

2012 AWON National Conference
5745 Lee Road

Indianapolis, IN 46216

Address:
Phone:

City/State/Zip:
Email:
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was to find a photograph of 
Dad in uniform and that I 
realized that the outlook on 
that wish was pretty bleak. 
Ken returned saying that 
his father-in-law had a few 
World War II photographs 
taken in Germany. He sent 

them in an attachment, 
which was so very kind.
  Well, lo and behold, when 
I stared at one of the photos 
I just knew that it was my 
dad. Then again, I thought 
maybe it was all in my 
head. Could I possibly have 
another miracle happen? In 
2007, Jimmie Yates, the son 
of a soldier who died with 
my father, came across one 
of my other Internet posts 
and contacted me (The Star, 
March 2012). In a military 
mix-up his family ended up 

New photo found. 
Every time I type 
those three words I 

smile from ear to ear.
  It all started about ten 
months ago when I picked up 
on a posting on the AWON 
WWII Bulletin Board on the 
AWON website. A gentle-
man named Kenneth Brown 
posted that his father-in-
law was still alive and more 
than willing to talk about 
his service with the 313th In-
fantry, Company H. I nearly 
fell off my chair with excite-
ment. The only problem was 
that with it being an unreg-
istered guest my silly com-
puter back then wouldn't 
let me respond directly, so 
I just placed a message say-
ing, “please contact me.”
  About a week ago whilst 
trawling through the mes-
sage board again, I decided 
to give it one more shot and 
this time the e-mail went 
through direct and Ken re-
plied within ten minutes. I 
gave him the information 
about my dad and asked if 
he would inquire as to if 
his father-in-law remem-
bered him. He eventually 
came back and said that his 
father-in-law, Frank, didn't 
remember names. I was 
devastated!
  I replied, thanking him for 
his efforts. I also mentioned 
that my other dearest wish 

Found Through AWON Bulletin Board Post

Lightning Strikes Twice; Brit Orphan 
Finds New Photo of American Dad
by Angela Christian with my father's personal 

effects, including my dad's 
pocket knife and rosary. His 
family also had photos of 
my dad - the first photos I 
have ever seen of him. Jim-
mie died in 2010 before we 
had a chance to meet, but I 
was fortunate to meet Jim-
mie's sister, Norma Brubak-
er, last October, in London. 
After having all this luck, 
how could it happen again?
  I was so full of excitement 
about seeing yet another 
photograph of my father I 
thought I was going to burst. 
I wrote back to Ken and said 
that I thought that this was 
my dad. He in turn asked 
Frank if he remembered 
where the crouching soldier 
was from.  Frank said either 
New York or New Jersey. 
Hallelujah! Dad was from 
Princeton, NJ.
  The photograph you see 
with this article apparent-
ly was taken in late 1944 
somewhere in Germany and 
must have been prior to Dad 
returning to England to see 
mum and help bring me into 
world. I was born in Octo-
ber 1945 some five months 
after Dad died.
  I now have three photo-
graphs of Dad, two courte-
sy of Jimmie Yates and now 
one courtesy of a wonderful 
veteran named Frank. I just 
can't believe how good God 
has been to grant my wishes 
like so.

PVT Gilbert M. Bush, the 
“cheeky chap” crouching with a 
cigarette. 
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2012 AWON National Conference 
“Celebrating 20 Years”

Conference Program Book
Memorial Ad Form

If you would like to place a memorial ad in the conference 
program book, complete the form below and include a 
photo(s) or email an image.  Forms and payment are 
due by July 1. If you send photos by mail, do not send 
originals. They will not be returned. Identify the subject of 
the photo on the back. If you email a photo, please send 
a high-resolution jpg.

Name: 
Address:
City/State/Zip:
Phone:                                                             
Email:

Select one: (8½ x 11 page) 
   $20 ___ 1/8 page      $35  ___ 1/4 page
   $70 ___ 1/2 page     $100 ___ full page

Message to accompany photo
(enclose separate sheet if necessary): 

Make check/money order payable to AWON
and mail form, photos and payment to:

Kathy Le Comte
1004 Williams Blvd.
Springfield, IL 62704

email: johnkath5@comcast.net

Ad prices have been reduced in honor 
of AWON's 20th Anniversary.  Everyone 

placing an ad will receive a program 
book, whether or not they attend the 

conference. 

2012 AWON National Conference
Embassy Suites Indianapolis - Downtown

October 19-21, 2012
Hotel Reservations

AWON rate $129 plus tax per night for king or
two doubles. Parking $21 per night.

Call (317) 236-1800 or
800-Embassy (800-362-2779).

Mention AWON 2012-IC block. Or book online at
www.indianapolisdowntown.embassysuites.com. 

Use group code AWO.

Reservation cutoff date September 18, 2012

AWON Honored at Stalag 
Luft III Survivors Reunion

 AWON was honored at a candle-lighting 
ceremony at the reunion of Stalag Luft III 
POW survivors in April in Dayton, OH.
  Delmar Scott Spivey, a member of the U.S. 
Coast Guard, and grandson of Gen. Delmar 
Spivey, senior American officer of Center 
Compound, Stalag Luft III, recited these 
words while lighting the third candle:
  In tribute to all the children of war. For those 
who met their fathers briefly and for those who 
never did. For these orphans of war, in recog-
nition that although many of us got our fathers 
back, there are many who never did and have 
lived their lives feeling that inconsolable loss. 

  AWON is profoundly grateful to Stalag Luft 
III reunion organizer Marilyn Walton, AWON-
er Adrian Leist Caldwell, and Mr. Spivey, for 
this solemn recognition.



8                                                                                                             American WWII Orphans Network

Welcome New Members
James T. Weatherly, FL, cousin of PFC Harold B. McCarn, Army

Catharine Starbird Dalton, CA, dau of BG James L. Dalton, Army
Thomas Zarr, UT, son of CAPT Michael D. Cahir, Army Medical Corps

James R. Simcoke, FL, son of LT Morris G. Simcoke, Navy
Donna Dull Hurt, NC, dau of 1LT Adrian D. Cooper, Army Air Force

Doris R. Porter, NV, dau of S/SGT Ralph E. Reynolds, Army
George Keifer, PA, cousin of PVT Floyd C. Krell, Army

Donna Angeloff, PA, niece of S1C Calvin E. Nicholson, Navy
Jerry Catalano, NY, brother of SGT Angelo G. Catalano, Army
Jean Marie Paul, PA, dau of CAPT William A. Steinhurst, Army

Camille Mueller, IN, dau of PVT Reuban Morales, Army

(new members since the March issue of The Star)

 Standing tall now 
Where he fell then
As a young soldier,

My father is a tree.
 

First he became earth,
Then he sprouted,

Grew a mottled trunk 
And branches.

 
By the time I found him

He was 50 years tall
Head in the sky,

His many arms embracing life.
 

I find him now in trees everywhere
I find him inside of me.

He is the light
That grows from darkness.

Susan Johnson Hadler wrote this poem last Memorial Day, in memory of her father, 2nd Lt. David S. Johnson 
Jr., who was blown up by a mine in Mechernich, Germany, on April 12, 1945. Susan was three months old. 

Standing Tall
by Susan Johnson Hadler
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Military records and per-
sonal letters are great link-
ing objects to our fathers, 
as well as sources for in-
formation. But imagine if 
you could corrrespond with 
your father's war buddy!
  The Lost Buddies Project 
is one of many resources on 

  In early May two AWON couples enjoyed dinner and 
conversation in Liège, Belgium, with two AWON Over-
seas Friends. Pictured from left are AWON Friend Mi-
chel Lorquet, AWONer Diane Anderson Pollard, AWON 
Friend Bernard Villers, and Diane's husband, Jim Pol-
lard. From the right side going left are Michel's wife, Bé-
nédicte Lorquet, AWON Friend Régine Villers, AWONer 
Joe Lippi and Mary Lippi. Michel is the school teacher who 
has his pupils adopt graves at Henri-Chapelle American 
Cemetery and Memorial, and organized a huge celebra-
tion for Joe Lippi and WWII veteran Art Mahler during 
Memorial Day 2010. The Lippis won't be in Belgium dur-
ing Memorial Day this year, but the Pollards will, along 
with their daughter, Lindsey. Look for more pictures of 
AWON Overseas Friends and AWONers in The Star 's 
annual Memorial Day coverage, in September.

AWONers Visit Belgian Friends
Ahead of Memorial Day Events

AWON Website Place to Connect with Father's War Buddies

by Janice Buterbaugh the AWON website, man-
aged by AWON Webmaster, 
Rik Peirson. The project is 
located at  http://www.
west-point.org/family/
awon/lostbuddies/.
  All you have to do is cre-
ate a jpeg image file of any 
photos you have of your 
father’s buddies, or ser-
vicemen who may have 

been with him throughout 
his service. Send the jpeg, 
along with any informa-
tion you may have about 
the photos, to Janice Ott 
Buterbaugh at janicebuter-
baugh@gmail.com. I will 
stage or prepare the image 
and information, and then 
forward it to the webmaster 
for posting on the Lost Bud-
dies webpage.
  We have been successful 
finding lost buddies a few 
times. One of those men in 
your father's war photo-
graphs may have the story 
you have been waiting for. 
You even may discover ad-
ditional pictures of your 
father from the photos be-
longing to the buddy or his 
family. Don't pass up this 
opportunity to learn more 
about your father through 
old photographs of his war 
buddies.

Correction

In the AWON Connections 
column of the December 
2011 issue of The Star, it 
was incorrectly reported 
that Vic Muller received a 
blue star license plate in 
honor of his brother's World 
War II service.  He actually 
received a gold star license 
plate.  Inaccurate informa-

tion was provided to
The Star. 
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Penny Hopkins Legrand and husband, 
Steve, of Arizona, blew in to San Diego in 
February with two fine youngsters in tow: 
Broc Traweek (12) and sister, Keely (14). 
They all had come to see the kids' father, 
Navy veteran Parrish Traweek, arrive after 
hitching a ride from Hawaii on the USS Dew-
ey, a guided missile destroyer. They were in 

In April, Barry Barr-Finch and Tom Brewer, 
middle, visited Dianne Wiegand Baczynski 
and husband, John, in San Francisco. One of 
the sites they visited was the famous Gold-
en Gate Bridge from Fort Point. Dianne

AWON Connections Pictures and Stories of  Members 
Gathering Around the Country 

In February Jerry and Judy Pinkerton, Pen-
ny and Howard Walker, and Patty and Jerry 
Temte, met for lunch at the Macaroni Grill 
in Plano, TX. The Walkers, Jerry Pinkerton  
and Patty Temte all will be going to the Phil-
ippines in May. Patty

Some Seattle-area members met for lunch 
in early May. Unfortunately Barry Barr-
Finch's eyes were closed in both photos. 
Seated from left are Rosemary Foster and 
Rosalyn Meacham. Standing from left are 
Kathy Hobbs, Nancy Thaut, Barry, Edie 
(Rosalie’s mother), and Rosalie Francisco. 
Judi Kramer was planning to join us, but 
was feeling a bit under the weather and 
had to cancel. Tom Brewer took the photo 
and provided the flowers. Good food, and 
good company. Barry
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town a day ahead of time, so they called 
on the usual AWON San Diego tour guides, 
Roger and Sharon Connor. The whole crew 
went to Cabrillo National Monument at 
Point Loma. This is the exact spot where 
Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo landed in 1542, 
making him the first European to set foot 
on what is now the west coast of the USA. 
They toured the Old Lighthouse and Sha-
ron, Steve and Penny posed for a photo 
with vast Pacific Ocean in the background. 

On April 29, 23 orphans and spouses gathered at Hoss's Steak and Sea House for the 
seventh annual York, PA, gathering. We enjoyed our lunch, greeted folks we knew and 
welcomed new orphans and their spouses. It was so much fun to see familiar faces and 
meet some knew folks. There were ten people who joined us for the first time, and four 
states were represented: Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia and West Virginia. After lunch 
it was off to the Historical Society of York County to tour their exhibit, Front Porch to Front 
Lines: York County goes to War. The exhibit takes you inside the lives of those who an-
swered the call at home and abroad, bearing witness to their courage and camaraderie. 
As you know, it is so difficult to say good-bye, so seven of us headed to another restaurant 
for a snack and more conversation about AWON and our fathers before we departed. As 
we said our farewells, we said we looked forward to seeing each other at the conference 
in Indianapolis.  Orphans who were at the York gathering were, front row, from left: Lynne 
Lecrone, Connie Yucka, Donna Pressley, Maxine Olson and Carol Buckley. Back row, from 
left: Maggie Fenstermacher, Ken Sills, Janice Buterbaugh, Rusty Lerch, Phyllis Louis, 
Dale Moyer, Donna Allen, Ed Peters, Betty Volkan and Jeanne Rhinehart. Spouses attend-
ing but not pictured included Phil  Yucka, Fred Olson, George Buckley, Dodie Sills, Mary 
Jane Moyer, Dick Allen, Pat Peters and Vamick Volkan. Lynne

Roger was the photographer. The Home-
coming event was quite emotional, not so 
much for the LeGrands and Traweeks, but 
for the returning crew on the USS Dewey 
from the Persian Gulf. After spending sev-
en months at sea, there were many smiles, 
hugs, tears, flowers, welcome home signs, 
and one young man laid down and kissed 
the ground. The "Zonies" headed home af-
ter spending an extra day visiting the pan-
das at the San Diego Zoo. Penny
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    ...continued on next page

... Barr-Finch, from page 3

home on Hood Canal where they would go 
dancing down the road at the Robin Hood 
Inn. This place was saved from destruc-
tion a few years back when the Nordstroms, 
who had vacation homes in the same area, 
bought it and restored it.
  My mother and father, David Baird Finch, 
met in Summer 1943 while he was stationed 
at Fort Lewis Washington. According to a 
letter he later wrote to his sister, they “fell 
for each other pretty hard." 
He was engaged to someone 
else but broke it off. He went 
off to his military duties and 
then mother found herself 
pregnant with me. When 
my dad found out, he wrote 
a letter to his sister who 
was a widow with two chil-
dren herself. Her husband 
worked for the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers and was 
fatally injured while work-
ing on a construction proj-
ect at the Bremerton ship-
yards. Dad asked her not 
to judge them, but told her 
about Mother and me. He 
requested that if he was un-
able to marry Mom and any-
thing happened to him, for 
Aunt Polly to please give my 
mother the insurance money. I knew noth-
ing of this until the 1970s but the neighbors 
sure did and not one person ever let on to 
us kids about my mother's “situation,” al-
though in retrospect, I am pretty sure that 
some of them treated her differently.
  My dad was able to get leave and return 
home to Seattle, and they were married on 
March 4, 1944, at Fort Lawton in Seattle. 
Fran and Aunt Polly were the witnesses. I 
was born on March 27. Dad was able to get 
leave to visit the hospital but was not per-
mitted to hold me. That was the last time 
Mom saw him. He shipped out to the South 
Pacific that fall and died on Leyte, Philip-
pines, November 13, 1944 - three weeks af-

ter his unit landed there with Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur.
  Mom got the telegram on December 19th, 
after she had put up the Christmas decora-
tions. A few years ago, my brother remem-
bered the two men in uniform who came to 
the door. We spent some time in Hoquiam 
after Mom learned about dad's death be-
cause several of the condolence letters were 
sent to either my grandmother's house or 
the Emerson Hotel there. Some time after 
my father's death, she went to work for West 

Coast Airlines - of Howard 
Hughes fame - at Boeing 
Field.
  In January 1946 she married 
Watson Barr. She had known 
him from his having worked 
in Grays Harbor, WA. He 
was eleven years her senior. 
She admitted that she mar-
ried him so that she could 
get support for herself and 
two children. She quickly 
became pregnant and some-
time during the course of 
the pregnancy, she got tox-
emia. At 37, it almost killed 
her. The baby, Liz, came two 
months early, in November 
1946. Since my mother had 
remarried, my father's moth-
er was given the choice of 
leaving Dad's remains in the 

Manila American Cemetery and Memorial.
  Watson adopted me and my brother. It was 
a difficult decision because as my father's 
only child, the family name would be lost. 
But Mom thought it best if we all had the 
same last name instead of three different 
ones. I remember many of the things that my 
“daddy” Watson did with me as a child, like 
taking me to his office, to school functions, 
and to the beach at Sand Point Naval Air 
Station. He had served in the Navy in the 
Pacific reaching the rank of Lt. Commander. 
After the war he had a shipping business of 
some type in Seattle. However, his business 

Zelpha and Barry at three months.
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... Barr-Finch, from page 12

failed and he was an alcoholic, so Mom had 
to divorce him. She was back to being single 
again now with three children.
  I remember when I was in the second 
grade, Mom was not able to find anyone to 
take care of us while she worked, so my sis-
ter, Liz, was sent to private kindergarten. 
I was the last one to leave the house in the 
morning, so I locked the door and walked 
to school. I was the first one home so I un-
locked the door, and I remember having to 
wash the dishes. Sometimes my dad's older 
sister would come over and help me after 
she finished her day of teaching.
  After a series of live-in housekeepers, Mom 
finally found one that stuck around for about 
nine years. That had to have been a huge 
relief. By the time Lillian left, we were old 
enough that we didn't have to have some-
one looking after us. During that time, Mom 
worked for a long time for a steamship com-
pany downtown. When that company closed 
down, she took another job with a furniture 
factory in Ballard, a northwest neighbor-
hood in Seattle. My grandmother Galloway 
died in 1954. Her three surviving children 
inherited one-third each of 51 percent of the 
piano company in Hoquiam.
  Mom's two siblings squabbled over who 
should run the company so by 1959, Mom 
sold her stock for a pretty good sum because 
she was tired of being caught in the middle 
of a family war. She didn't really have to 
work after that. I do remember her show-
ing me the check, and then after she died, I 
remember the amount of liquid assets was 
just about the same worth. I remembered 
someone telling me that it is always a good 
idea to not live on your principle and that 
was about what she did. Good money man-
agement on her part.
  Mom dated a few men after Watson left, but 
I don't think anything was ever really seri-
ous. I remember that one man from Hoqui-
am came to see her several times. The day of 
my aunt's funeral in Hoquiam in June 1966, 
I remember being introduced to this man's 
wife while my aunt's bridge group gathered 

for a last game. When I found out who this 
woman was, I told her that I knew her hus-
band from when he came to see us in Seat-
tle. Boy, one could have sliced the silence at 
that point with a very sharp knife. I am sure 
that I said something I shouldn't have and 
she had no idea what was going on between 
my mother and this man, as innocent as it 
probably was. I remember a man who came 
from Wichita, KS. He may have worked for 
Boeing, I am not sure. He was a really nice 
man, but I have no idea if he was married 
or not.
  My mother's sister then introduced her to 
Bill Gawley, a widower from Aberdeen, WA. 
They hit it off and were married in April 
1966 right after I turned 21. There was a lot 
of drinking going on among that group and 
alcohol became a factor for all of them. My 
aunt's death two months later was due to 
cirrhosis of the liver.
  When Mom and Bill would drink a lot, they 
would become verbally abusive to each oth-
er. Bill once told me that my dad was the 
one she really loved. When I think back on 
it, I remember as a child walking in on her 
one morning while she was pouring a glass 
of Christian Brothers wine. Later, it was vod-
ka with the orange juice. If alcohol was an 
issue during the years I was growing up, it 
never interfered with her ability to provide 
for us, at least that I am aware.
  When I was a child, I remember being ill in 
my bedroom in the middle of the night and 
crying. My mother heard me and came into 
my room to comfort me. I remember think-
ing at that time, “She really does care about 
me.” I had somehow got it into my head that 
she didn't. You see, she was somewhat of a 
princess in many ways. I can't describe it, 
it was just an impression that I had. When 
I had my own children, she reinforced that 
idea, because she really seemed disinterest-
ed. That was not the way other grandmoth-
ers behaved that I had seen.
  Then in 1982 or 1983 Mom had a stroke. Bill 
did not realize it, but one day I was at their 
house and I noticed her eating with her left 

    ...continued on page 17
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In April AWONer Nick Mott put on his fa-
tigues for a military symposium at Edison 
Community College in Piqua, OH. Veter-
ans from World War II through Afghanistan 
spoke about their military experiences for the 
Library of Congress’ Veterans History Proj-
ect. Mott, pictured above with his daughter, 

Contributions Sought for Volkan Conference Topic
  Vamik D. Volkan, M.D., Nobel Peace Prize nominee and international lecturer,

has agreed to present at our 2012 AWON National Conference
in Indianapolis, Indiana, in October.

  Dr. Volkan has brought us presentations on linking objects and now will introduce us 
to transgenerational influence - how the loss of our fathers and associate mourning 
influenced the next generation, how our surviving mothers and our father's loss influ-

enced our upbringing and, in turn, how it influenced the raising of our children.
  Dr. Volkan has been working on transgenerational transmission for years and now 
would like to present this concept to AWON. He requests our participation by submit-
ting our experiences, feelings and thoughts in writing to help him prepare for this 
presentation. Also, please indicate if you would like participate on a panel during the 
presentation. He also is interested hearing from our children and our fathers' grand-

children on how they perceived this transgenerational influence on their lives.
Please submit your comments to:

2012 AWON National Conference
Transgenerational Influence

5745 Lee Road
Indianapolis, IN 46216

wlinne@iupui.edu

Mott Talks About Military Service, AWON at Symposium

Kelly, was interviewed about his Vietnam ser-
vice, and also spoke about his father's WWII 
service. Mott had two tables in the display 
area - one about his and his father's service, 
and another about AWON. Dr. Vivian Blevins, 
coordinator of the project, spent considerable 
time at the AWON display.
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Name:
Address:
City/State/Zip:
Email:
                                            Total Enclosed:

____ Sweatshirt                                                                 $45.00
(circle size:   S     M    L    XL    2X    3X)

____ Windbreaker (blue)                                                  $40.00
(circle size:   S     M    L    XL    2X    3X)

____ Denim shirt ___ short sleeve ___ long sleeve       $40.00
(circle size:    S     M     L    XL    2X)

____ Golf shirt                 ____ white ____ blue              $35.00
(circle size:    S     M     L    XL    2X)

NEW! 20th Anniversary Logo T-shirt navy)                 $20.00
(circle size:   S      M      L    XL     2X     3X)

____ Hat                                                                              $15.00
____ Scarf (royal blue fleece)                                          $15.00
____ Tote bag (large)                                                        $20.00

AWON BOOKSTORE 
Price List / Order Form 

NEW! Letters of Love and War  (CD for Mac or PC)
by 1LT John and Betty Peirson                                        $19.44

____ We Speak Their Names: A Tribute to Our Fathers
produced by Patrick Tierney and Terry Boettcher
                                                                 was $15.00       $10.00*

____ AWON 2004 Conference & WWII Memorial Dedication 
                                                                                           $10.00*

CD / VIDEO
____ AWON 2000 Conference: Journeys - Finding Our Fathers 
by Justin Taylan                                     was $15.00       $10.00*

____ Sleep My Sons: The Story of the Arisan Maru
by Shawnee Brittan                                                            $30.00

____ The War in Europe by Shawnee Brittan                  $30.00

AWON Logo Products
(Items in bold are new)

Ordering Information

AWON Gold Star crystal pendant (no chain included):
____ Gold Star crystal pendant 1 1/8” (28mm)            $10.00
____ Gold Star crystal pendant 1 ½” (40mm)                $20.00

____ *AWON lapel pin                                                     $10.00
____  Gold Star earrings                                                   $20.00
____ *AWON button (2 ¼ inch)                                        $3.00
____ *AWON lanyard and name tag/ticket holder
          (4” x 6”) blue with white lettering           $6.00

____ *AWON note cards w/envelopes    (pkg. of 20)       $20.00
____ *AWON bookmarks

(circle amount:  1/$1.00, 5/$3.00, 10/$5.00)
____ *AWON auto magnet                                                $6.00
____ *AWON holiday ornament                                     $10.00

____ AWON blanket (royal blue w/gold lettering)   $30.00
         (send father's name & rank (if desired) with order)

For more information and color photos go to:  www.awon.org/bookstore/bookstore.html

The Star NEWSLETTERS
   ____ * Individual issues $2.00 includes P&H
   ____ * All archived issues: $35.00 includes P&H
   ____ * Special! Most recent five issues: $7.50 includes P&H

Send check or money order to:
AWON Bookstore

5745 Lee Road
 Indianapolis, IN 46216

email: bookstore@awon.org

Postage and handling: $5 for each item.  Items marked with an asterisk (*) include P&H.  For multiple purchases:
Up to $40: $9 P&H     $40-$60: $10 P&H   Over $60: $12 P&H          Washington State residents add 7.8% sales tax.
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New! In My Father's Words: Letters From A World War 
II Soldier
by Bill McElvain                                               $16.00 

____ If These Stones Could Talk
by Col. Calvin G. “Jerry” Lyons, USA (Ret)                  $27.00

____ The Dad I Never Knew: A War Orphan’s Search for Inner 
Healing
by Bruce Brodowski                                REDUCED!          $7.95

____ Farebersville 1944
by Jeff Wignall                                                                  $18.95

____ A Soldier's Daughter
by Lois Brown Klein                                                        $17.00

____ The Ordinary Infantrymen: Heroes Then, Heroes Again
by Imogene Woods and Twelve WWII Infantrymen  $15.00

____ Full Fathom Five: A Daughter's Search
by Mary Lee Coe Fowler                                                  $29.95              

____ Love Always, Ben
by Huey Tyra, nephew                           REDUCED!         $3.00

____  When Your Number's Up: Meritocracy Goes to War 
by Raymond S. Ross, PhD.                                               $10.00

____ Sporty Course (bomber pilots)     
by Col. Jack Swayze                                                           $10.00

____ The Hotton Report (about The Battle for Hotton)
by Robert McDonald                                                         $13.95

____  World War II: A Legacy of Letters - One Soldier's Journey
 by Clinton Frederick                                                        $26.95

____ In Their Memory: American WWII Orphans Network
by Turner Publishing Company

Standard Book   was $49.95  REDUCED!   $10.00
Leatherbound Book   was $79.95  REDUCED!   $25.00

____ The Fighting Tigers: The Untold Story Behind the Names on 
the Quachita Baptist University WWII Memorial 
by William Downes                                                           $24.95

 

AWON BOOKSTORE 
Price List / Order Form

____ The War Journey of Major Damon "Rocky" Gause
by Maj. Damon "Rocky" Gause, foreward by
Damon L. Gause                                                                $21.95

____ Love, Honor and Cherish: The True World War II Story of a 
Screaming Eagle and a Courageous Woman
by Sandra Bonilla Thompson                                         $23.00

____ Soldier's Son
by Ben McClelland                                                           $28.00
                                                                                                            
____ No Greater Sacrifice, No Greater Love: A Son's Journey to 
Normandy
by Walter Ford Carter                                                       $24.95

____ D-Day + 60 Years: A Small Piece of Airborne History
by Jerome J. McLaughlin                                                  $25.00

____ They Also Served: Women's Stories from the World War II Era  
by Jeanie Sutton Lambright
                                      hardcover    $35.00   softcover   $24.00

____ Finding Billy
by Diana Thompson Dale, niece                                    $16.95

____ Father Found: Life and Death as a Prisoner of the Japanese 
in World War II
by Duane Heisinger                                                          $13.95

____  An 8th Air Force Combat Diary
by John A. Clark                                                                 $49.95

____ When I See a “Forty and Eight” ... I Remember World War Two
by Jacques Adnet, Lt. Col. USAF (ret.)                           $12.00

____ For Those Who Love, Time Is Not
by Kay Brigham                                was $30.00  NOW $16.00

____ Lost in the Victory: Reflections of America's Orphans of WWII
by Susan Johnson Hadler and Ann Bennett Mix       $32.50

____ After the Liberators: A Father's Last Mission, A Son's 
Lifelong Journey
by William C. McGuire II                                               $16.95

____ Shobun:  A Forgotten War Crime in the Pacific
by Michael J. Goodwin                                                    $19.95

BOOKS
(Authors in bold are orphan or family members)

More AWON Merchandise and Order Form on Other Side
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hand. Since she had been right-handed all 
her life, I commented on it. He had not no-
ticed. She had trouble walking, too. So, he 
made a doctor's appointment and I helped 
him get her there. The doctor said that she 
displayed all the symptoms of having had a 
stroke, but it had been too long so they were 
unable to make a medical diagnosis.
  After a while it became apparent that Bill 
was unable to take care of Mom, so we put 
her in a nursing home. She got a bit better 
with physical therapy but never regained a 
lot of her speech or ability to walk on her 
own. The one thing that did become evident 
was that she was happy. All her life she had 
taken care of people; her two siblings, her 
first and third husbands, and her own three 
children. When Bill began taking care of 
her, she finally got what she had wanted all 
her life - someone to take care of her. She 
changed from being the feisty negative per-
son she had become in the last 15 years to a 
wonderfully mellow popular lady. The staff 
in the nursing home loved her because she 
was the easiest person to work with.
  Bill died of lung cancer in April 1986. Liz 
decided to move back to Seattle to take care 
of Mom. I was Mom's guardian, so we pur-
chased a house where the two of them lived 
for four years. Mom had a massive stroke in 
late 1989 leaving her totally paralyzed. She 
died in April 1990 at the age of 80. She was 
cremated and her remains were put in the 
vault with her beloved father in Hoquiam.
  When I went to the Philippines with AWON 
in 2007, Diane Baczynski brought some of 
her mother's ashes to place them on her fa-
ther's grave. How I wish that I would have 
thought to do that. I did have an interesting 
revelation while at the cemetery that year, 
though. I had been wondering why I hadn't 
been more emotional at his grave, but the 
third time there I realized, like a light going 
on, that he wasn't there. It was just his re-
mains. He was off dancing with my mother. 
It was one of her favorite things to do.
  There are two things I realized about my 
mother after she died. The first occurred to 

me several years ago after I had decorated 
my house for Christmas. I was reflecting on 
how much my mother loved to do that and 
it occurred to me that she had given me a 
great gift. She always made Christmas spe-
cial when a lot of people in her situation 
would have only remembered the pain of 
that telegram at Christmas and tried to for-
get the holiday. The second was when I was 
watching the movie Titanic a few years ago 
for the second or third time. It's the scene 
when Rose returns to the ship after she dies 
and Jack is waiting for her. I realized that 
was what happened with my parents. My 
father was waiting for her after all those 
years. That is what happened to a lot of 
those young brides who lost their hero hus-
bands when they died; they went to be with 
the love of their life. Every time I hear Ce-
line Dion sing My Heart Will Go On I call it 
the David and Zelpha song. You other war 
orphans can change the names to suit your 
own situation if you like.
  I miss my mother more each year and still 
regret not asking all the questions I could 
have. Like my dad, she is my hero, too. With 
all the heartache, I think she did a pretty 
phenomenal job of raising three children.

Keep AWON Up To Date

Send address and email updates
to Database Manager

Gerry Morenski
at dutiem@comcast.net.

If you are on the
AWON ListServ and

your email has changed,
notify Moderator Judy Hoffman

at jghoffman@satx.rr.com
or

Moderator Judy Hathaway
at judy0305@yahoo.com

THANK YOU!

... Barr-Finch, from page 13
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Guidelines for 
Submitting Material 

for Publication

•Topics considered for 
publ icat ion in The Star 
include, but are not limited to, 
unit reunions, visiting battle 
or crash sites, cemeteries, 
ceremonies, seeking or 
finding families and veterans, 
poetry, etc. 

•Email copy-ready articles 
and pictures to the editor in 
Word, WordPerfect, RTF, or 
in the body of an email. High 
resolution jpeg, bitmap, gif 
or tiff images are preferred.  
Text and pictures also can 
be mailed. Photos returned 
upon request.

•Please keep text to one 
page (500 to 1,000 words), 
including pictures.

•Email short articles about 
resources, queries, book/
movie recommendations, 
and general information for 
the List Tips column to the 
assistant editor.

•Preference is given to 
material written by and about 
AWON members.

•Authors retain copyright 
to published original writing. 
Permission to reprint should 
be obtained from the author 
by contacting the editor.

Kathy Le Comte, Editor
1004 Williams Blvd.
Springfield, IL 62704

(217) 787-6512
johnkath5@comcast.net

Deadline for the
September Issue

is August 1

AWON Board Business
15 January 2012

Financial Report and Budget: Treasurer 

Norm Burkey reported that income 

exceeded expenses by approximately 

$3,400 due to 2010 conference income 

early in the year. In order to present 

the 2012 budget, the cost of database 

maintenance needs to be established. 

The amount in the designated wreath 

fund is steadily increasing. This will be 

discussed at a later date. 

AWON Treasurer: The board approved 

Norm contacting the member who 

volunteered for the treasurer position for 

further discussion and description of the 

work involved and to ask for a resume.

Dues Options: Norm reported that the 

credit card option for dues payment is 

too expensive and time-consuming for 

the webmaster. However, an electronic 

payment option is set up and dues now 

can be paid electronically. Database 

Manager Gerry Morenski will add 

the option to the reminder notice. An 

explanation will be printed in The Star 

and on the listserv.

AWON Database: Gerry recommended 

and the board approved that the 

maintenance agreement be dropped 

and replaced with a pay-per-service 

plan. The contract ends January 31. 

Work continues to make the database 

remotely accessible by the Regional 

Coordinator director. Gerry discussed 

the eventual placement of AWON's 

database, suggesting the Smithsonian, 

Library of Congress, or the National 

Archives, as well as a copy staying with 

other AWON archival material wherever 

it will be archived eventually.

Complimentary Newsletter List: 

Gerry will send a list of members and 

nonmembers who are not charged for 

membership to the board for review.

Lost Buddies: The AWON database 

recently was used to help two WWII 

veterans find sons of their lost buddies. 

Information about the father was provided 

by the veterans to the sons of the fallen 

servicemen.

Future Planning: Jerry Pinkerton, 

Judy Hathaway, Kathy Le Comte, 

and Norm continue to work on a five-

year transformation plan as needed. 

The issue of downsizing the board is 

on hold pending the report from the 

nominating committee on the availability 

of candidates.

AWON Election: This is an election 

year. Norma Nicol-Hamilton, Ed 

Peters, Norm, and Gerry are at the end 

of their terms. They will report to the 

nominating committee as to whether or 

not they plan to run again. Ed will select 

a chair for the committee.

Next Board Meeting: The next regularly 

scheduled meeting of the AWON Board 

of Directors is March 18, 2012.

Judith Hoffman, Secretary

This is a condensed version of the 

minutes. For the complete minutes, visit 

awon.org.
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Membership Levels

Any child of a member of the U.S. Armed Forces, Coast Guard 
or Merchant Marine, who was killed, remains missing in 
action, or who died in the line of duty or later died of wounds 
or injuries sustained during World War II, is eligible to join 
as an Orphan Member. Any direct relative is eligible to join 
as a Family Member. Any individual, including friends of 
those killed in World War II, those who wish to participate 
in AWON activities, or organizations with an interest in and 
compatible with AWON’s purposes and goals, are eligible to 
join as an Associate Member.
 

Check Your Membership Category:

     Orphan           Family          Associate

Dues Options

Basic annual membership dues are $25.  Sponsor, 
Gold Star and Multi-year memberships also are 
available:

                       1 Year               3 Year               5 Year

Basic                $25                   $70                   $110
Sponsor           $50                    $140                  $220
Gold Star         $100                 $280                   $440

AWON greatly appreciates gifts beyond these levels.

Amount Enclosed:   $ 

I give permission to AWON to release my name, address, 
email address, phone number and relationship to and 
pertinent information about the serviceman to other members. 
I understand the list of members is confidential and will 
never be sold or given to any other organization or business.  
I hereby release AWON from any liability that may arise from 
the release of information.

Signature (optional) 

AWON is a humanitarian, nonprofit, nonpolitical, public service organization 
under Section 501(c)3 of the U.S. Federal Tax code (EINB #91-1538912). 
Membership is not required to register in our database.

Mail form and payment to:

Jerry Pinkerton
AWON Treasurer
9327 Canter Drive
Dallas, TX 75231

I would like to become a member
Register my father/family member and me only
Renew my membership

Information about You
(please print clearly)

Name      
Spouse's Name
Address  
City, State, Zip          
Phone                                                                      (home, work, cell, other)

E-mail 
Relationship to Serviceman
Your Date of Birth 
Would you like to receive The Star electronically?  Y     N     
Where did you hear about AWON? 

Information about WWII Serviceman Who Died

Be as complete as possible.  If you do not have some of the 
information, leave it blank and we may be able to provide 
it to you. Do not delay mailing the application for lack of 
information.

Name    
           Last                                   First                                    M.I.

Birth Date                         Date of Death
Place of Death
Where Buried
Military Unit  
Service Number
Additional details about serviceman's death 
and/or service: (rank, medals, etc.)

Home Town and State       
Wife’s Maiden Name       
Did widow remarry?    Y          N
Names and addresses of your siblings with same 
father, and/or additional family members:

(Please include information on another sheet, if necessary.)

American WWII Orphans Network
Application, Registration & Renewal Form



AWON Directory 
Address Corrections
Gerry Morenski                       dutiem@comcast.net

Archives
Ann Whelan O'Connor       awolaojr@earthlink.net

Bookstore
Walt Linne                              bookstore@awon.org

Dues
Jerry Pinkerton            jerry.pinkerton@sbcglobal.net   

First Inquiry Coordinators
Patty Temte                                AWON@aol.com

Janice Ott Buterbaugh       janicebuterbaugh@gmail.com

Headquarters
Ed Peters                        edpeters2@comcast.com

ListServ Moderators
Judy Hathaway                       judy0305@yahoo.com 

Judy Geis Hoffman                jghoffman@satx.rr.com

Regional Coordinators
Barry Barr-Finch                       barrfinch1@gmail.com 

The Star Editor
Kathy Le Comte                   johnkath5@comcast.net

Washington, D.C. Events
Phyllis Epstein Louis                   pelouis@verizon.net

Washington, D.C. Liaison
Lee Mathis                               jlee123@verizon.net

Webmaster
Rik Peirson                                   rikp@dayone.com

"Breaking Down the Wall of  Silence"

Editor, The Star
869 S. Columbia Ave.
Springfield, IL 62704-2342

Address Service Requested

AWON Headquarters
5745 Lee Road

Indianapolis, IN 46216
(540) 310-0750
awon@aol.com
www.awon.org

AWON Mission
To locate and bring together sons and daughters 
of those  who died or are missing as a result of 
American involvement in World War II, honor 
the service and sacrifice of our fathers and 
provide information and support to these people 

who were orphaned by the war.
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